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The Narrative Asymmetry: Why International
Indices Misread India's Global Weight

he evolution of soft power-
the ability of a nation to
shape global preferences

through attraction rather 4 fors) (o ematical rigour that birthed the attain inner peace. A well-
than coercion-has transitioned from . [ decimal system now forms the BY REWRITING THE BIASED known parable beautifully
a secondary diplomatic assetinto a ..q"'"""", bedrock of India's contemporary NARRATIVES OF THE PAST AND illustrates this timeless phi-

core structural component of nation-
al strength. In an age defined by
hyper-connectivity, a country's inter-
national standing is no longer deter-
mined solely by its material
resources or military throw weight.
Instead, the global narrative sur-
rounding a nation-the story the
world tells about its history, intellec-
tual contributions, and future poten-
tial-serves as the invisible architec-
ture of its foreign policy. For India,
a nation possessing immense civil-
isational weight, the primary chal-
lenge of the twenty-first century lies

depth with a global perception
system that often fails to capture its
modern scientific reality.
Historically, the global under-
standing of scientific and cultural A
progress has been viewed through
a geographically and temporally
narrow lens. For centuries, a domi-
nant historiography characterised
the Indian civilisation primarily
through the prisms of mysticism, phi-
losophy, and spirituality, while fre-
quently omitting its foundational
contributions to empirical inquiry,
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backward with nostalgia; it is an
assertion of civilisational continuity.
It demonstrates that the same math-

technological prowess. By estab-
lishing this link, India can challenge
the idea that its current scientific suc-
cesses are "borrowed” or "derivative”,
proving instead that they are the
modern manifestations of a long-
standing tradition of rigorous inquiry.

The importance of this shift
becomes evident when examining
how soft power is measured by the
international community today.
Global indices often rank nations
based on metrics like familiarity,
influence, and reputation. However,
a persistent and damaging asym-
metry exists in India‘s rankings: the
country consistently scores highly
on "Culture and Heritage" but under-
performs on "Science and
Technology” and "Influence®. This
gap is rarely a reflection of actual
output or capability. Rather, it is a
narrative problem rooted in a colo-
nial-era knowledge apparatus that
continues to view the Global South
through a restrictive framework. For
India to exercise true comprehen-
sive statecraft, it must bridge the
gap between its recognised cultur-
al resonance and its unrecognised
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mathematics, and logic. This percep-
tual distortion suggests that while India provided the
world with "soul”, the "'mind" of modernity-the rig-
orous, analytical framework of science-was an
exclusively Western invention. This is not merely an
academic oversight; it is a profound diplomatic and
economic disadvantage. When a nation is categorised
exclusively as a land of "heritage" rather than "inno-
vation’, its influence in high-stakes technological and
economic forums is subtly but systematically side-
lined. This "narrow lens" effectively anchors a
modern, fsing power to a static, ancient past, denying
it the agency to be seen as a contemporary leader.
The intellectual lineage of the modern digital age
provides a stark example of the need for a narrative
correction. The fundamental architecture of contem-
porary life-the decimal place-value system, the
concept of zero, binary logic, and early formulations
of calculus-has deep roots in Indian thought that pre-
ceded the Industrial Revolution by centuries. The
binary code powering today's global servers and the
probabilistic inference driving modern artificial intel-
ligence carry a DNA that is thousands of years old.
Reclaiming this narrative is not an exercise in looking
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scientific achievements.

This discrepancy points toward a deeper systemic
issue: the inherent bias within global indices
themselves. Many such rankings-whether they
measure soft power, press freedom, or economic
innovation-are constructed on frameworks that
embed the cultural and political assumptions of
their creators. Often relying on ambiguous parame-
ters, subjective expert surveys, and small, unrep-
resentative sample sizes, these indices are not
neutral instruments. They shape sovereign credit
ratings, investor perceptions, and diplomatic lever-
age. When these frameworks fail to account for
India's unique scale, its specific models of digital
public infrastructure, or its indigenous scientific suc-
cesses, they produce results that are fundamental-
ly skewed. India cannot afford to treat these rank-
ings as background noise; the methodology behind
them must be challenged and rewritten to reflect
a truly global, representative perspective. This
methodological skew appears even more glaring
when contrasted with hard macroeconomic real-
ities, as evidenced by the IMF routinely praising
India's economic success and explicitly callingit"a

CHALLENGING THE METRICS OF THE
PRESENT, INDIA IS NOT JUST TELLING
ITS OWN STORY; IT IS CONTRIBUTING

TO A MORE ACCURATE HISTORY OF

HUMAN ACHIEVEMENT

bright spot on this otherwise dark horizon".

In the contemporary landscape, this rebalancing
is essential as India demonstrates world-class
capabilities in domains ranging from aerospace engi-
neering to large-scale digital systems: Chandrayaan-
3, Aditya-L1, the Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor (PFBR)
and the awaited Gaganyaan Mission. These are not
isolated successes; they are a testament to a robust
scientific ecosystem. When these achievements are
not reflected proportionally in global rankings, it
highlights the urgent need for a more inclusive def-
inition of “innovation" that looks beyond the tradi-
tional clusters of the North Atlantic.

The transition toward a multipolar world is as
much about cultural and intellectual rebalancing
as itis about economic and military shifts. As geopo-
litical churn continues, the space for diverse nar-
ratives is expanding. By highlighting its foundation-
al contributions to global science and simultane-
ously challenging the narrow metrics of current
international assessments, India is moving toward
a position of civilisational confidence. This process
is essential for fostering a truly global understand-
ing of human progress, moving beyond the outdat-
ed binary of "traditional” versus “modern”. Security
and economic strength provide the framework for
peace, but it is the perception of intellectual lead-
ership that builds the bridges of understanding nec-
essary for long-term global influence.

Ultimately, soft power is the currency of modern
diplomacy. The ability to project a confident, com-
prehensive identity allows a nation to engage with
the world on its own terms. Whether through the lens
of ancient mathematical treatises or cutting-edge
aerospace research, the goal is to prove that intel-
lectual excellence is not the province of any single
region or era. As the global community strives to solve
complex challenges in climate, technology, and
health, a more equitable and representative under-
standing of scientific history and national capabili-
ty will be vital. By rewriting the biased narratives of
the past and challenging the metrics of the present,
India is not just telling its own story; it is contribut-
ing to a more accurate history of human achievement.
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(Fable with Moral
Still Mind, Calm Water

The core of Buddhist teach-
ing stresses upon cultivat-
ing a serene mind, which
helps an individual to

losophy through a simple,
everyday encounter.

While traveling from one
village to another with his
followers, the Buddha felt
thirsty and requested a
close disciple to fetch some
water from a nearby lake.
The follower happily
agreed and walked over to
the water's edge. However,
upon arrival, he found the lake water to
be rather foul. Many villagers were
cleaning their laundry, and a heavy
bullock cart had just trundled through
the shallow waters. This commotion
stirred up the sediment at the bottom,
transforming the clear water into a
murky, muddy soup. Believing this dirty
water was completely unfit for his
master, the follower returned empty-
handed and reported the situation to
the Buddha.

The Buddha listened quietly. After
waiting patiently for more than thirty
minutes, he requested the same follow-
er to return to the lake. Though con-
fused by the instruction, the disciple
complied and walked back to the
water body. To his absolute surprise, the
scene had completely transformed.
The water was now pristine and trans-
parent. Since the chaotic activity had
ceased, the suspended mud had natu-
rally sunk to the lake bed, leaving the
surface perfectly placid. He filled a
vessel and brought it back.

o

Looking at the clear liquid, the Buddha
smiled and shared a profound truth. He
pointed out that the disciple did
absolutely nothing to purify the water;
he simply allowed it to sit undisturbed.
Time resolved the chaos naturally.

The Buddha explained that the
human mind too functions in precise-
ly the same manner. When turbulent
emotions, stress, or troubling thoughts
cloud one's consciousness, forcing calm-
ness only creates more agitation.
Instead, one must simply step back and
let things be. By practicing mindful, non-
judgmental awareness which involves
observing internal chaos without fight-
ing it, the heavy sediment of anger,
anxiety, and distraction will inevitably
settle under its own weight. Peace is not
achieved through laborious mental
struggle. It is our natural, untroubled
state that reveals itself the moment neg-
ative emotions subside.

Moral of the Fable: Never act impulsive-
ly; a calm mind and patient disposition
form the foundation of clear iudgementj

Know?

Ancient Pataliputra was one of the best-
defended cities of the ancient world.
Pataliputra, the capital of the Mauryan
Empire (320-180 BCE) under Chandragupta
Maurya and Ashoka, possessed one of the
most sophisticated urban defence systems
of the ancient world. The Greek
ambassador Megasthenes described the
city as being protected by a massive
wooden palisade reinforced with 64 gates
and 570 towers, along with a broad and
deep moat surrounding the city. Strabo in
his 'Geographia’ adds that the city walls
were made of wood. Archaeological
excavations at Bulandi Bagh in modemrn

waterways as natural protective barriers
while also supporting trade,
communication, and administration. The
moat served both defensive and drainage
functions, reflecting remarkable urban
planning.

Pataliputra demonstrates that security
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A holy man arrived at the
royal court with a
remarkable parrot.

The king entrusted the parrot
to a servant.

was amazed by
's devotion.

J One morning, disaster struck.

Take great care '

This parrot of this holy bird.

chants the nama
of God da_v a rucd

If anything happens :
to it, you will be :
punishedf

The servant followed the
wise advisors advice.

The wise advisor explained his
clever solution.

The king immediately understood
the situation.

Mot knowing what to do, the
servant went to Tenali Rama,
the: king's wise advisnr
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Your Majesty, the
holy parrot is not

Your Majesty, some
truthzs are best delivered
with wisdom and

Why didn't you
simply tell me the

E The king will ¥
parrot had died? ;

; ""i punlsh mel

..and not :
e Dpemng its Eyﬁﬁ

Well said,
wise advisor!
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