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From the Director’s DeskK

‘ e believe that the foundational
knowledge accumulated over
millennia is not an exercise in
nostalgia but the ideal course

for charting the country's path towards a Viksit

Bharat. During the month of May 2026, we

continued this mission relentlessly.

Our May calendar featured a powerful series of
flagship discussions and multi-day roundtables
aimed at bridging traditional Indian philosophy
with modern strategic imperatives. We began
the month at the India International Centre
(IIC) with a critical examination of India’s post-
independence journey, led by Shri Amitabh
Kant, exploring how shedding colonial baggage
is central to building a Viksit Bharat. This

was followed by our comprehensive two-day
flagship Mantrana roundtable on agriculture
and food security, which brought together
highly distinguished agricultural scientists and
scholars to recover ancient agronomic systems
for sustainable farming. We concluded our
public lecture calendar with Ambassador Anil
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It is with immense conviction
that | present to you the May
segment of Soch Sutra. At
Bharat Ki Soch (BKS), our
mission is to delve into ancient
Indian wisdom to address
contemporary challenges, driven
by our vision: Reimagining
Bharat's civilisational wisdom
for a resilient and progressive
nation.

Wadhwa, who delivered an incisive lecture on
navigating contemporary global instability using
the geopolitical frameworks of classical Indian
statecraft.

Looking ahead, our forthcoming schedule,
including a two-day roundtable discussion

on the art and architecture of ancient Indian
temples, will continue to expand these horizons
as we translate insights from classical texts
into actionable policy monographs and white
papers. | invite you to engage with Bharat Ki
Soch. Together, we will carry the vision of Viksit
Bharat forward—a nation that is prosperous,
inclusive, grounded in its civilisational heritage,
and resilient in the face of global uncertainties.
With unflinching resolve and unstinted effort,
this joint earnest endeavour shall lead us to
our goal. Bharat ki Soch presents the May
2026 issue of Soch Sutra, which highlights our
milestones during the month.

RK Pachnanda
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MANTRANA - Flagship Discussion Series

Shedding Our Colonial Vestiges: Lessons for a Viksit Bharat

7 MAY 2026 | MULTIPURPOSE HALL, INDIA INTERNATIONAL CENTRE (lIC)

Shri Amitabh Kant
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Mantrana series, Shri Amitabh Kant

addressed an august gathering on the
foundational changes required to propel
India toward its long-term civilisational
goals. The discussion focused heavily
on the structural and psychological
decolonisation necessary to build a Viksit
Bharat. The speaker argued that true
developmental progress cannot merely
be copied from Western economic
paradigms; it must be co-created through
a cultural awakening that honours India’s
own intellectual traditions. Central to
the dialogue was the realisation that
centuries of foreign rule served to distance
contemporary policy thinking from classical
foundations. Achieving a fully developed
nation by 2047 demands a deep-rooted
sense of civilisational confidence and
innovative ideation.

I n this highly anticipated session of the




MANTRANA - Flagship Roundtable Series

Agriculture and Food Security

14-15 MAY 2026 | BHARAT KI SOCH OFFICE, NEW DELHI

his landmark two-day flagship
Tconference assembled elite

agricultural scientists, economic
policy experts, and traditional knowledge
scholars to recover and adapt ancient Indic

agronomic wisdom for modern ecological
resilience.

Day 1 (14 May 2026): Sustainable
Foundations and Soil Health

The technical sessions commenced with Dr.
AK. Singh (Ex-Vice Chancellor, CSAUAT) and
Dr. Ajit Shasany (Director, CSIR-NBRI), who
detailed how ancient practices preserve
long-term biodiversity and soil productivity.
Dr. R.K. Yadav (Director, CSSRI) provided a
Dr. Ajit Shasany comprehensive survey of historical scripts
detailing traditional responses to acute
climate stressors such as droughts, floods,
soil erosion, and forest fires. Dr. P. Srinivasa
Bramhananda (Project Director, Water
Technology Centre, IARI) demonstrated
how ancient watershed management and
water-harvesting techniques are being
successfully reintroduced to combat modern
water scarcity. The first day concluded with
a presentation by Capt. Chaitanya Ramesh
(Chanakya University) on the contemporary
biochemistry and economic viability of using
Gavya as an organic fertiliser to achieve
zero-chemical sustainable agriculture.
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MANTRANA - Flagship Roundtable Series

Agriculture and Food Security

14-15 MAY 2026 | BHARAT KI SOCH OFFICE, NEW DELHI
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Day 2 (15 May 2026): Rural Economics
and Plant Protection

The second day shifted focus toward
structural rural economics and crop
protection. Dr. Anjani Kumar (Principal
Scientist, IFPRI) opened the morning session
by examining how traditional scriptures
leveraged localised farmer produce origins
and a robust cooperative spirit to revitalise
village-level economies. Addressing the
severe crisis of chemical saturation in food
chains, Dr. M. Sampath Kumar (Senior
Scientist, ICAR-NBAIR) and Dr. SC Dubey
(Vice Chancellor, BAU) provided structural
blueprints derived from classical texts

like the Krishi Parashara to tackle insect,
pest, and plant diseases via indigenous
biological controls. The academic tracks
concluded with Mr. Abhishek Kumar (BHU),
who presented a fascinating synthesis of
traditional meteorological and weather-
forecasting models found within classical
texts. The roundtable concluded with
remarks from Mr. Anil Rajput, encouraging
the necessity of aligning agricultural policy
with long-term ecological balance and
civilisational continuity.




MANTRANA - Lecture Series
| T0
India's Foreign Policy in a World of Uncertainty

28 MAY 2026 | BHARAT KI SOCH OFFICE, NEW DELHI

Ambassador Anil Wadhwa

series, Ambassador Anil Wadhwa

(former Indian Ambassador to ltaly,
Thailand, Oman, and Poland) delivered an
extensive analysis of modern geopoalitical
friction through the prism of classical
Indian statecraft. He argued that the post-
1945 international consensus has eroded,
giving way to an era of persistent localised
conflicts—such as those in Eastern Europe
and West Asia—and a global economic shift
away from free-flowing value chains toward
protectionist tariffs and muscular industrial
policies.

I n this vital instalment of the Mantrana

To navigate this fractured “grey zone”, the
lecture turned to Indigenous strategic
frameworks. Shri Wadhwa highlighted

the sophisticated geometry of Kautilya's
Rajamandala (Circle of States) and the fluid
execution of the Shadgunya (Six-fold Policy)
to explain India’s modern multi-alignment
strategy—such as balancing engagement
between the Quad, BRICS, and the SCO.

By juxtaposing the expansionist, zero-sum
nature of Matsya Nyaya (the law of the fish)
with the horizontal, rule-based moral order
of Dharma and Rta, the discussion illustrated
why India's foreign policy prioritises Atmanirbhar Bharat (Comprehensive National Power) and strategic
autonomy without territorial aggrandisement. The session concluded with a robust interactive Q&A session
where participants explored how pairing the moral weight of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam with defensive realism
allows India to act as a benevolent, stabilising global anchor.
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The sacred bond: Cow as a living symbol of Indian civilisational ethos
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Veda Vvasa

Remembered in the Indion scriptural radition as
the compiler of the four Vedos and Mabhabhorato's
outhor, Veda Vyasa composed, nrgunism:l.
systematised and presented socred knowledge
inta the Mohabharata, including the Bhagavod
Gita, and the ulghlm.-h Mahd-Puranas.,
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Valmiki
Remamboered In indian literary
tradition s the Adl Kavi (first

poet) and Ramoyana's auther,
sage Valmiki composed the first
Shioko aond tha Eplc norrating
Lord Rama’s life, establishing
Kavya os a vehicle lor Dharma

and Maryoda.

SCHOLARS OF BHARAT

Basavanna

Bosavanna was a revered Shaivite saint, poet,
and soclal raformear lrom Karmataka in the 12th
contury, also the tounder of Lingayat movement.
He stood for egquality, dignity and justice in
society, challenging rigid coste hicrarchies,
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| The Panchatanra tale of trust,

anger, and irreversible regret i.'
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THE MANGO WASH'T J
SEASBMAL.

ITWAS
CIVILISATIONAL.

LESSONS [N LEADERSHIP FROM
ANCIENT BHARAT

Wity Inclia™s civilsational roditions viewad
ouriteniny as an acl of respongbiity, nol weaknes
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The Cobra and the Crows

A fimelass Panchatanbng lasson on
infelbgance, pakence, and stralegic hinkng
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For more information, please contact

Bharat ki Soch: Thapar House, No 124, Janpath Road, Connaught Place, New Delhi, 110001
Phone No.: +91011 4746-3492 | Email Us: contact@bharatkisoch.com

Website: www.bharatkisoch.com
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